MINUTES

CITY OF NEW ROADS CITY COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING

May 18, 2021

The New Roads City Council met in regular session at 5:30 o’clock P.M. Tuesday,  May 18, 2021 at the City Hall in New Roads, Louisiana.  Mayor Cornell Dukes  called the meeting to order.  A roll call resulted as follows:

PRESENT:
  Vernell Davis,  Kurt Kellerman, Joy Nelson, Theron Smith and 

                        Kirk White

ABSENT:
  None 

Notice of this meeting was duly exercised and mailed per bylaws:

Agenda Amendment(s)

Mayor Dukes proposed the following amendment to the agenda.

Item 6A
Presentation by James “Big Brown” Joseph

Item 9A
Boat Rental Demonstration 

Motion by Mr. Davis and seconded by Mr. Smith.

RESOLVED, That the agenda be amended.

A roll call vote resulted as follows:

YEAS:
Smith, White, Kellerman, Nelson  and Davis 

NAYS:
None

ABSTAIN:
None

ABSENT:
None

On a vote of 5-0-0-0, the motion carried.

Adoption of Minutes of Meeting of May 4, 2021

The  minutes of the Regular Council meeting of May 4, 2021 were submitted for approval.

The reading of the minutes was waived.

Motion by Ms. Nelson and seconded by Mr. White.

RESOLVED, That the minutes be approved. 

The motion was unanimously carried. 

Robert Kelly – “Pick-A-Ball” Presentation

Mr. Kelly gave an overview of the “ Pickle Ball” phenomenon.  

Pickle Ball is a paddleball sport (similar to a racquet sport) that combines elements of badminton, table tennis and tennis. Two or four players use solid paddles made of wood or composite materials to hit a perforated polymer ball, much like a wiffle ball, with 26-40 round holes, over a net.  
The sport shares features of other racquet sports:  the dimensions and layout of a badminton court, and a net and rules somewhat to tennis, with several modifications. 

The spread of the sport is attributed to its popularity within community centers, physical education classes, public parks, private health clubs, YMCA facilities and retirement communities.  There are multiple tournaments  played each year within the United States and internationally.

A live demonstration will be held at the civic center prior to the June 1st council meeting. 

Presentation by James “Big Brown” Joseph

On behalf of “The Big Brown Reaching  Back Fund” , Mr. Joseph presented a check in the amount of $1000.00 to the city for the parks and recreation department to purchase summer baseball equipment. 

Aljire Joseph – Drainage Issues

Mr. Joseph was referred to the parish to resolve his drainage issues.

Discussion on extension of CLECO agreement

Mr. Raul Traviesco of CLECO appeared before the council to address the extension of the current agreement and the May 31, 2021 expiration date.  

After some discussion, a motion was offered by Mr. Smith and seconded by Ms. Nelson.

RESOLVED, That the agreement be extended. 

The motion was unanimously carried. 

Boat Rental Demonstration 

Mayor Dukes reported on a  meeting with a party barge rental company.   The owner has approached the city regarding a location to launch his barges.  Mr. White requested that the owner be invited to attend the next city council meeting. 
Discussion on Police Department storage facility

Mr. Smith requested an update on the storage facility.  He also requested that a  report be provided at the first meeting of every month. 

Adoption of Resolution to support preparation and submittal of grant application to the Louisiana Office of Tourism Competitive Grant Program

Motion by Mr. White and seconded by Mr. Smith.
RESOLVED, That the resolution be adopted. 

The motion was unanimously carried. 

Mayor’s Report

Mayor Dukes commended Aimee Moreau on the planning and promotion of the Louisiana Triathlon event. 

He announced that a fair would be held over the Memorial Day weekend and commended Ms. Wendy Joseph for her efforts and the wonderful improvements at  Rosenwald Elementary. 

With no further business to come before the council, the meeting adjourned at 6:20 p.m. 
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