MINUTES

 CITY OF NEW ROADS CITY COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING

September 17, 2024

The New Roads City Council met in regular session at 5:30 o’clock P.M. Tuesday,  September 17, 2024  at the City Hall in New Roads, Louisiana.  Mayor  Theron Smith  called the meeting to order.  A roll call resulted as follows:

PRESENT:
 James Hunter, Joy Nelson, Kurt Kellerman, Kirk White  and 
 Cleotha Johnigan  
ABSENT:
 None
Notice of this meeting was duly exercised and mailed per bylaws:

Public comments on agenda items

There were no public comments.

Consent Calendar – Approval of Minutes of Regular Council Meeting of 
September 3, 2024

The  minutes of the Regular Council meeting of September 3, 2024

were submitted for approval.

The reading of the minutes was waived.

Motion by Mr. Johnigan and seconded by Ms. Nelson. 

RESOLVED, That the minutes be approved in their entirety.

The motion was unanimously carried. 

Condemnation of Abandoned/Blighted Properties

Leo Belone, Estate – Property located at 1000 Court Street

Motion by Mr. White and seconded by Mr. Kellerman.

RESOLVED, That the property be condemned.

Francis L. Jacobs, Estate c/o Robert Batiste  - Property located at 1113 New Roads Street

Mr. Batiste appeared before the council to present a plan for improving the property. After some discussion, it was recommended that he re-appear at the October 15, 2024 meeting with a plan and costs to restore said property

Joseph V. Will, Estate – Property located at 304 Parent Street

Several members of the Will Family presented their plans to improve the property.  After some discussion, it was recommended that the family re-appear at the October 15, 2024 meeting with a signed contract and a  timeline. 

Ophelia F. Roy, Estate – Property located at 503 Morningside Street

Ms. Mitchell appeared before the council to present her plans to improve the property.  This property was condemned at the August 6, 2024 meeting.  After some discussion, Ms. Mitchell was instructed to clear the vegetation, repair the porch and appear at the October 15, 2024 meeting with a written plan with dates.

Discussion of utility bills and process used to mail out and due dates

Mayor Smith reported on several ways to make the process more efficient.  The discussion also included the option of one billing cycle to help cut costs.  The issue of one billing cycle will be researched further. 

Resolution – Use of funds received from the American Rescue Plan Act

Motion by Mr. Kellerman and seconded by Mr. White. 

RESOLVED, That the resolution be adopted. 

A roll call vote resulted as follows:

YEAS:
Hunter, Johnigan, Kellerman, Nelson and White
NAYS:
None

ABSTAIN:
None

ABSENT:
None
On a vote of 5-0-0-0, the motion carried

Committee Reports

Mr. Kellerman reported that a Mardi Gras meeting was recently held and was very productive. 

Mayor’s Report

Mayor Smith announced that a new Mardi Gras Krewe has been created and is considering a night parade the Saturday before Mardi Gras.

With no further business to come before the council, the meeting adjourned at 6:55 p.m. 
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