0MINUTES

 CITY OF NEW ROADS CITY COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING

November 19, 2024

The New Roads City Council met in regular session at 5:30 o’clock P.M. Tuesday,  November 19, 2024 at the City Hall in New Roads, Louisiana.  Mayor  Theron Smith  called the meeting to order.  A roll call resulted as follows:

PRESENT:
 James Hunter, Joy Nelson, Kurt Kellerman, Kirk White  and 
 Cleotha Johnigan  
ABSENT:
 None
Notice of this meeting was duly exercised and mailed per bylaws:

Public comments on agenda items

There were no public comments.

Consent Calendar – Approval of Minutes of Regular Council Meeting of 
October 15, 2024

The  minutes of the Regular Council meeting of October 15, 2024

were submitted for approval.

The reading of the minutes was waived.

Motion by Mr. Johnigan and seconded by Ms. Nelson.

RESOLVED, That the minutes be approved in their entirety.

The motion was unanimously carried. 

Lorie Holt – St. Vincent de Paul 

Mr. Holt appeared before the council to introduce the organization’s plan to resume services in the city and parish. 
Michael Olinde of Massad Olinde – Presentation of Health Insurance Proposals

Mr. Olinde reported that there are two companies interested in providing health insurance to the city.  The companies are United Healthcare and Blue Cross.   

Tommy Lejeune of Faulk & Winkler – 2025 Budget

Mr. Lejeune presented the 2024 Operating Budget amendment and 2025 Operating Budget.    A budget hearing was scheduled for December 17, 2024 at 5:30 p.m.

Resolutions – LGAP and CWEF Grant Applications FY 2024/2025

A resolution to support the submission of an LGAP grant application for funding for upgrades at City Hall was submitted for adoption.
Motion by Mr. White and seconded by Ms. Nelson 

RESOLVED, That the resolution be adopted. 

The motion was unanimously carried. 

A resolution to support the submission of a CWEF grant application for funding was submitted for adoption.

Motion by Mr. White and seconded by Mr. Hunter.

RESOLVED, That the resolution be adopted.

The motion was unanimously carried. 

Main Street Board Appointment

Mayor Smith called for the appointment of Eric Collette to the Main Street Board.

Motion by Mr. Kellerman and seconded by Mr. White.

A roll call vote resulted as follows:

YEAS:
Nelson, Hunter, Johnigan, White  and Kellerman
NAYS:
None
ABSTAIN:
None

ABSENT:
None

On a vote of 5-0-0-0, the motion carried. 

Discussion of city gas system in regard to whole house generators

Mr. Kellerman questioned the city’s capacity to support the use of whole house generators.     It was reported that the system has the capability to support whole house generators. 
Discussion of Harvest Festival vendor setup

Mr. Kellerman voiced his concerns for the treatment of local businesses that participate in the event.
After some discussion, it was recommended that a meeting be held to address the issues. 

Committee Reports

There were no committee reports.
Council Reports

Mr. Kellerman reported a complaint for the city’s utility payment system not posting payments in a timely manner.  He recommended that other companies be researched. 

He also expressed his concern for  a Mardi Gras night parade, complaints of air bed and breakfast establishments on False River Drive, research of the city possibly purchasing foreclosed properties and a New Roads/False River invitational event.

Mayor’s Report

Mayor Smith reported on the success of the Harvest Festival, the upcoming Holiday Market at the Mill event, Open enrollment for health insurance and the new trees on Main Street.

With no further business to come before the council, the meeting adjourned at 7:00 p.m. 
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